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EDITORIAL 


One Year Of 
Grace—Only 


The correspondence carried in the front of this 
issue is of the utmost importance. For the informa- 
tion of our readers, Dr. Kirsch is a graduate of 
Lafayette College, Princeton Seminary and holds 
a Ph.D. degree from Edinburgh. 


Dr. Blake’s frank statement that the Supplement- 
ary Covenant and Agreement is a, “matter of grace 
and not of right,” is revealing. Furthermore, he 
says, “It should be noted that this provision ap- 
plies for one year only and will not apply in the 
United Church in any future time,” thereby giving 
us all a preview of the future attitude and policy of 
the future Presbyterian Church in America. 


It is fortunate that we are thus forewarned. 


—H.B.D. 








ea pe 


April 24, 1953. 


The Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor, 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, North Carolina. 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I am taking the privilege of sending you copies 
of some correspondence which I have had with Dr. 
Blake concerning the Plan of Unicn. Feel free to 
use any of it. A letter of mine to Dr. Blake on 
April 10 is referred to in the correspondence. This 
was merely an inquiry as to the action which the 
Joint Negotiating Committee had taken on a sug- 
gestion contained in my letter of March 23, a copy 
of which is enclosed. 

I am also enclosing some quotations from an 
article which appeared in “The Presbyterian Tri- 
bune,” and which I think should be of interest to 
the people of the Southern Church. 
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serving you, please let me know. 











If there is any other way in which I may be 


Very sincerely yours, 
Charles E. Kirsch. 





610 North Linwood Ave. 
Baltimore 5, Md. 
April 6, 1953. 

Dear Sir: 


I thought that you might be interested in read- 
ing the letter which I have written to the Perma- 
nent Commission on Interchurch Relations regard- 
ing the “Plan of Union” with the Southern Church 
and the United Presbyterians. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Charles E. Kirsch. 





March 23, 1953. 


The Permanent Commission on 
Interchurch Relations, 

Stated Clerk’s Office, 
Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Fathers and Brethren: 


I have read the “Plan of Union” of the three 
negotiating Presbyterian denominations, and I wish 
to offer the following comments on it: 

(1) If the summary statements of the Reformed 
Faith of the three Churches are not to be a part of 
the Constitution of the United Church, they should 
not be a part of the “Plan of Union.” The fact that 
they are in the plan clearly indicates that they have 
a real importance. The statement that “they are 
not to be regarded as substitutes for, but rather as 
interpretations of, and supplements to, the West- 
minster Confession and Catechisms”’ is mere double 
talk. Is it possible to have the union without these 
brief statements of faith? If it is, why not leave 
them out? I am inclined to believe that there are 
those, especially in the United Presbyterian Church 
with its attitude toward its summary, who would 
not enter into the union unless these statements are 
included. 

In addition to this, it should be acknowledged in 
all honesty that official interpretations of creeds 
become the creeds of the Churches for all practical 
purposes. 
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All three of these summaries are weak, defec- 
tive, compromising, and contradictory. While all 
are bad, that of the United Presbyterians is the 
worst. As proof of what I have to say, I cite as an 
example Article XIV “Of the Atonement” in the 
United Presbyterian summary. It is filled with con- 
tradictions. It creates a conflict between the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, and in it the Father seems to 
be at odds with Himself. What the United Presby- 
terians have here is at best what has been known 
historically as Amyraldianism or “Hypothetical 
Universalism.” It is certainly not in agreement with 
the theology of the Westminster Confession and 
Catechisms. These summaries should be removed 
from the “Plan of Union.” 

(2) While I admit that from the point of view 
of efficiency of operation from the top, a large, 
undemocratic organization is a good thing, I am by 
no means convinced that the centralization of au- 
thority in the hands of a few, which seems to be in- 
evitable in a large and unwieldy organization, is 
desirable from the point of view of the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of Christ. With the growth 
of the U.S.A. Church to its present size, there has 
gone a strong tendency in the direction of control 
and supervision by a small group of men and 
women who have been referred to from time to time 
as the “Presbyterian hierarchy.”’ Among these have 
been those who have been called “ecumaniacs.” 
However sincere these may be in thinking that all 
of our problems will be solved by the organic union 
of the Churches of Christendom, it is my conviction 
that they are not leading us forward but backward 
to a medieval concept of the Church and its clergy, 
away from democratic processes and into “an au- 
thoritarian organism whose pronouncements are 
expected to bear the fragrance of Divine sanc- 
tions.”’ (Elmer T. Peterson, in “The Soul Cannot 
Be Incorporated.”) I like the democratic processes 
which have historically characterized the Presby- 
terian Church, and | believe that ways ought to be 
found for strengthening them before we unite with 
other denominations, and from mere size alone 
make difficult the maintenance of such democratic 
processes as we have remaining to us. 


When I consider that there is an abundance of 
evidence in the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
that there are those in places of influence who ap- 
parently regard church union as the supreme goal 
of the Christian Church, and who are willing to 
unite with any group or groups on “least common 
denominator” terms, I am truly fearful that this 
present union is merely a step in the direction of 
the complete loss of the historic creed and form of 
government of the Presbyterian Church. 


(3) The “Plan of Union” discriminates against 
the evangelicals and any other opponents of union 
who are in the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
Provision is made for particular congregations of 
the U. S. Church and the U. P. Church to remain 
out of the union and retain their property. | ap- 
prove of this provision as far as it goes, for con- 
gregations should not be compelled to enter the 
United Church. What I object to is, that the same 
opportunity to remain out of the union and retain 
the property is not afforded to the congregations of 
the U.S.A. Church. To be just and fair, the plan 
should permit them to do so if they wish. 
































I am somewhat at a loss to explain why the 
U.S.A. congregations are thus discriminated 
against. If it is the opinion of you who are the 
members of the Permanent Commission on Inter- 
church Relations that there will be no opposition to 
union on the part of some congregations in the 
U.S.A. Church, I must inform you that you are in 
error. I am sure that there is no one in either of 
the other denominations who is more opposed to 
the policy of theological inclusivism than I am. As 
far as inclusivism is concerned, the U.S.A. Church 
is certainly bad enough now; but if the evangelicals 
of the U. S. Church and of the U. P. Church are 
permitted to remain out of the union and the in- 
clusivists of these two denominations become one 
with the U.S.A. Church, a bad situation will have 
become intolerable, and I do not care to be a part 
of that union. 

If the opportunity to remain out of the union 
has been extended to the U. S. and U. P. congrega- 
tions in order to prevent a long and bitter struggle 
in the law courts over property, I think that the 
provision is wise and laudable; but I must point 
out to the Commission that the same reason is valid 
for making the provision applicable to the U.S.A. 
congregations. Just as much unfortunate notoriety 
can arise from a U.S.A. congregation’s carrying the 
question of retaining its property to the law courts. 
I cannot see that there would be any difference at 
all. I am confident that the courts of the land would 
recognize the injustice of permitting the congrega- 
tions of two of the denominations to remain out of 
the union and retain their property and forbidding 
the third to do the same. I respectfully suggest 
therefore that you who are members of the Com- 
mission use your influence to see that justice is 
done, and that the same opportunity to remain out 
of the union and to retain all local property and 
funds is extended to the congregations of all three 
denominations. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Charles E. Kirsch. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Office Of The General Assembly 
Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia (7) Pennsylvania 
Rev. Eugene Carson Blake, D.D. 
Stated Clerk 


April 15, 1953. 


Rev. Charles E. Kirsch, Ph.D., 
610 North Linwood Avenue, 
Baltimore 5, Maryland. 


Dear Dr. Kirsch: 


In reply to your letter of April 10, let me say 
that at the meeting of the Joint Negotiating Com- 
mittee of the three Churches, the suggestion of 
your letter of March 23 was thoroughly discussed. 
It was the unanimous judgment of the three 
Churches that the Supplementary Covenant and 
Agreement should not be changed to allow for par- 
ticular Churches of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America to vote to stay out of the 
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union. Although I cannot give you all of the reason- 
ing behind the decision, let me suggest some. 

The Presbyterian Church in the United States 
has, during the years, become much more Congre- 
gational in some of its attitudes than has the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of America. 
So far as I know, no congregation of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States of America has 
been allowed to withdraw from our denomination 
and take its property without some adequate com- 
pensation to the denomination. On the other hand, 
this has happened, as I understand it, in both the 
other Churches. In view of our experience during 
the °30s, when we did not allow the schismatic 
Churches following Dr. Machen’s leadership to take 
their property with them, it seems to the represen- 
tatives of our Church that it would be entirely un- 
fair to reverse a long standing policy which is basi- 
cally Presbyterian, namely, that decisions such as 
this are made by the legally elected representatives 
of all the Churches and not by congregation by con- 
gregation. 

The Supplementary Covenant and Agreement 
should be thought of, therefore, as something that 
is allowed in the Plan of Union at the specific re- 
quest of two denominations, that it is a matter of 
grace and not of right. It should be noted that this 
provision applies for one year only and will not 
apply in the United Church at any future time. 


With very best wishes, I am 
Yours very sincerely, 


ECB/H (Signed) Eugene Carson Blake. 





610 North Linwood Ave. 
Baltimore 5, Maryland, 
April 21, 1953. 


Rev. Eugene Carson Blake, D.D., 
Stated Clerk’s Office, 
Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Dear Dr. Blake: 


I wish to thank you for your letter of April 15 in 
which you replied to mine of April 10, in which I 
suggested that the privilege of withdrawing from 
the denomination and retaining the local property 
in the event of union with the U. S. Church and the 
U. P. Church be extended to the congregations of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. I was sorry 
to learn that the Joint Negotiating Committee has 
refused to alter the Supplemental Covenant and 
Agreement to make this possible. By this refusal, 
the Committee forces me to exert as much influ- 
ence as possible through the contacts which I have 
in the three denominations to try to prevent the 
union, for, while I have no objection to the union 
of those who wish to be united, I strongly object to 
being compelled to enter a union into which I do 
not wish to enter; and I am of the opinion that my 
congregation, if the matter were brought to a vote, 
would feel the same way about it. 

You have stated that “the Supplementary Cove- 
nant and Agreement should be thought of, there- 
fore, as something that is allowed in the Plan of 
Union at the specific request of two denomina- 
tions.”” You obviously do not mean that to be taken 
absolutely literally, for I am quite certain that the 
two denominations have not had any opportunity to 
do any such thing. You must mean that the mem- 
bers of the Joint Committee, representing these two 
denominations, made the request. It is too bad that 
there were not some representing the U.S.A. 
Church who would have been willing to make the 
request for the congregations of their denomina- 
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tion. I hope that when our denomination does get a 
chance to express itself it will vote the union down, 
and thus manifest a stronger sense of fairness than 
that of the ecumenical enthusiasts. 


As to your statement that no congregation has 
been allowed to withdraw from the U.S.A. denomi- 
nation and retain its property without some ade- 
quate compensation to the denomination, I should 
like to remind you of the following facts. I have 
before me a statement by Judge C. Ellis Ott, of 
Bogalusa, La., in which the jurist declares: ‘“When 
the Southern Presbyterian Church was founded in 
1861 by withdrawal from the Northern Presby- 
terian Church each Church so withdrawing and en- 
tering into the newly organized Southern Church 
took all of its property with it, and no claim has 
ever been made that the Northern Church owned 
or now owns, controlled or now controls, the 
church property of every Church in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church.” Let me remind you also that 
as late as 1929, the Presbytery of Buffalo, accord- 
ing to “The Presbyterian Digest,’’ Vol. I, Chap. 
XXVII, Sec. V, Subsec. 8, Page 635, declared: “It 
is the general practice in the State of New York 
for Presbyterian Congregations to sell, mortgage, 
or lease property without the consent of the Pres- 
byteries,” and that two years later, according to 
the preceding page of the same edition of “The 
Digest,” the Presbytery of Northumberland was 
asking the General Assembly for ‘‘a clear deliver- 
ance as to the holding powers of the Presbyterian 
Church in all its ecclesiastical bodies with reference 
to its property.” I have the Supplements to “The 
Presbyterian Digest” through 1940, and I am un- 
able to find anywhere the specific law which re- 
quires congregations to secure the consent of the 
Presbytery to sell, mortgage, or lease its property; 
so this law must have been enacted since that time. 
Apparently plenty of Presbyterian property has 
been disposed of without adequate compensation 
being made to the denomination. It would appear 
from all of this also that it is not true that the 
U. S. Church has become “more Congregational in 
some of its attitudes,” as you allege, but that the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. has become 
more totalitarian. 


In this connection, I should like to quote further 
from the statement by Judge Ott: “Some say that 
the Presbyterian system of church government is 
based on the rule by presbyters, and consequently 
the presbytery should have some authority with 
reference to the property of a Church organized 
and controlled by the Presbytery; that for a local 
Church to have full ownership and control of its 
property is a form of congregationalism. The right 
of ownership and control of property is purely a 
civil matter. This right is derived from the State, 
and not from any religious or ecclesiastical body. 
The members of the local Church as an organized 
body of Christians are under the jurisdiction and 
control of the Presbytery and the other superior 
courts only in religious and ecclesiastical matters, 
but they do not thereby lose their rights as citizens 
of the State to own and control property under the 
Laws of the State.” Judge Ott declares further: 
“Some have gotten the impression that the United 
States Supreme Court has decided that local church 
property belongs to the denomination as a whole 
and not exclusively to the congregation of the local 
Church. The Courts have not so held. These cases 
involved questions of who constituted the members 
and officers of a local Church where there was a 
division in the Church, or whether or not the deeds 
conveying the property to the Church created a 
trust in favor of the denomination as a whole. The 
courts will accept the decision of the highest Church 
Court as to who constitute the members and officers 
of a local Church and decisions of ecclesiastical dis- 
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cipline, but the civil courts have never surrendered 
the right to ecclesiastical courts to determine prop- 
erty rights of citizens of the State.” 

The argument of the Committee based on the 
treatment accorded the followers of Dr. Machen 
does not sound very convincing. The cases are by 
no means the same. There was no proposal of union 
then, involving official changes in the doctrine and 
government of the Church. Such is the case now; 
and this radically alters the whole matter. 

It should be very interesting to the members of 
the two smaller denominations that they are now 
receiving “grace,” but that all “grace’’ will cease 
once they have been swallowed up by the “Giant of 
the North.” The Committee, by their refusal to 
grant equal “grace’”’ to all three denominations, is 
furnishing the membership of the two small de- 
nominations with an excellent example of the kind 
of treatment those who enter the union may expect 
from the bureaucracy. 

Very truly yours, 
Charles E. Kirsch. 








The Person And 
The Record 


The greatest danger in the world today is not 
found in the challenge of totalitarian ideologies, 
communistic or fascist. Nor is it found in the secu- 
larism so characteristic of our time. Rather, the 
gravest danger of all is the discrediting of God's 


W ord. 


A Christian leader of great prominence is re- 
cently quoted as having said that, “the greatest 
heresy of all is the substitution of a Book for a Per- 
son.”” We would suggest that a great heresy lurks 
in the subtle attempts to divorce The Person from 


The Book. 


We are fully aware of the canard which says 
that those who insist on the integrity and the au- 
thority of the Bible are “Biblioliters.” If that is 
the case then they are in good company for our 
Lord set us an example in His attitude to the Scrip- 
tures which we will be wise to follow. As one reads 
His quotations from the Old Testament Scriptures 
one is impressed by His recognition of the finality 


of the Word. 


To take this position does not mean, as some have 
said, that faith in the Bible is substituted for faith 
in Christ as the means of salvation. No Christian 
would be guilty of such folly. Salvation is through 
faith in Jesus Christ alone. But, the source and 
means of salvation being centered in Christ makes 
the record about Him all the more important, and 
it is for the importance of this record that we con- 
tend. 


But what is involved in the position that Chris- 
tians should follow a Person, not a Book? First of 
all, such a statement simply does not make sense. 
Where do we learn of Christ—His essential deity 
—His preexistence with God—Jesus, the Creator 
of this world—His entrance into this world as the 
virgin-born Saviour — His words — His mighty 
works—His atoning death on the cross—His bodily 
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resurrection—His ascension into Heaven and the 
promise of His coming in glory?—In the Bible. 
Where do we learn of God’s dealings with His 
chosen people, Israel, and the unfolding of His 
marvelous plan for man’s redemption? Jn the Bible. 
Where do we find the development of the great doc- 
trines of the Christian faith and the prophetic 
certainty of Christ’s ultimate triumph and the cer- 
tain judgment of the wicked? In the Bible. 


Man does not reach out in thin air and find the 
Christ of history and the Living Saviour of today. 
Man does not develop a philosophy of life and re- 
demption other than as he finds Him, the Christ of 
the Bible. Man does not accept a theoretical Christ 
and make Him real by experience alone. 


Our Lord makes it crystal clear that even the 
Old Testament Scriptures are an integral part in 
the revelation of Himself: 


“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: AND THEY ARE THEY 
WHICH TESTIFY OF ME. And ye will not come 
to me, that ye might have life. I receive not 
honour from men. But I know you, that ye 
have not the love of God in you. I am come 
in my Father's name, and ye receive me not: 
if another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive. How can ye believe, which receive 
honor one of another, and seek not the honor 
that cometh from God only? Do not think that 
I will accuse you to the Father. There is one 
that accuseth you, even Moses in whom ye 
trust. FOR HAD YE BELIEVED MOSES, YE WOULD 
HAVE BELIEVED ME: FOR HE WROTE OF ME. 
BUT IF YE BELIEVE NOT HIS WRITINGS, HOW 
SHALL YE BELIEVE MY WORDS.” 


Christ was not speaking idly when He affirmed the 
absolute certainty of the fulfilment of all of the law. 
Nor was He mistaken when He said, “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass 
away. 


Was Peter wrong when he said: “Men and 
brethren, this Scripture must needs have been ful- 


filled ----"? 


Was Paul deluded when he wrote: “All Scrip- 
ture is given by inspiration of God - - - - ”’? Was he 
mistaken when he admonished Christians to take, 
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God’? 


Was the writer of the epistle to the Hebrews 
speaking in ignorance when he wrote: “For the 
word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart.”? 


The Bible is not a conglomerate collection of the 
writings of a group of men, some inspired, others 
not. Nor is it a partial revelation, augmented or 
superseded as to essential Christian truth by men 
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of later times or greater wisdom. It is a perfect 
whole, some of it more relevant or important for 
our immediate problems but all of it equally in- 
spired and therefore truthful. 


There is no such thing as a “high estimate” of 
Christ and a “low estimate” of His Word. Our 
Lord’s own attitude to the Scriptures gives us the 
key to its importance, not only as a record of God’s 
dealings with man but also of His Own Person and 
work. There is but one Christ and He is the Christ 
of the Bible. Experimentally, of course, He becomes 
our own personal Lord and Saviour as we accept 
Him as such, but we accept Him on the terms in 
which He is presented in the Bible or we accept a 
different Christ. 


To attempt to separate the living Christ from 
His written word may be pleasing to the aspirations 
of human wisdom but such attempts fail to recog- 
nize Him with Whom we have to do. 


Evangelical Christians do not worship a Book, 
but they do honor the Book which tells of Him and 
which He has enjoined His own followers to honor 
because it testifies of Him. 


“But the word of the Lord endureth forever. 
And this is the word which by the Gospel is preached 
unto you.” —L.N.B. 


Where Shall 
It Start? 


Most of us agree that the Church needs a revival 
of vital Christian faith and living. But few of us 
are willing to take the steps necessary for that re- 
vival to begin where it must—in our own hearts 
and lives. 





To assent to a need is necessary but to implement 
this admission so that it becomes a reality is another 
matter. We pray for a revival of religion but only 
too often we do not pray that such a revival shall 
take place within us. 


It is becoming increasingly evident that we Chris- 
tians are the real obstacle to revival, for only too 
few of us are willing to pay the price ourselves. 


Let us envision, if we can, a community where 
the professing Christians are really practicing 
Christians. Interests will be changed. Activities will 
be different. Christian love will replace pettiness. 
The welfare of others will become as important as 
our own and the community as a whole will see 
that Christianity is not merely a profession but also 
a glorious way of life. 


Then why does not this take place? Why are so 
many who bear the name Christian so similar in 
their ways, their interests and their conversation to 
those who are of the world? 


The answer is obvious—the reality of a life pos- 
sessed by Christ, dedicated to Him, in constant con- 
tact with Him through prayer and daily fed on 
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His Word has never dawned on the average Chris- 
tian. And yet, that is just what should be the normal 
Christian life. Bought with a great price; redeemed 
from sin and to righteousness; saved from eternal 
loss to a glorious eternity with Him, we go on living 
like beggars when we should live as kings. 


If we are to have a revival it will have to begin 
in our own hearts and we will have to open them to 
the cleansing and filling of the Holy Spirit. We will 
have to stop trying to live in our own strength and 
wisdom and have the Lord Jesus Christ come in 
and take complete possession of all we have. It is 
not easy, for while the Devil is not greatly con- 
cerned with a nominal Christian, he fears and hates 
one surrendered to Christ. 


Such a revival begins in confession of sin and 
acceptance of the Saviour’s finished work and it 
goes on from there to an infilling of the Holy Spirit 
and energizing by Him so that we go out to live 
as new men and women, in Christ. 


If we are to have a real revival in our own home, 
in our own church and community, in our Church 
and in America, and in the world of our generation, 
then we must pay the price in our own lives, It’s 
worth it if we will! 


“O Lord send a revival—and let it begin in me.” 


—L.N.B. 





Freedom Within 
Limits 

The second question in the list proposed to can- 
didates for ordination in our Church is: “Do you 
sincerely receive and adopt the Confession of Faith 
and the Catechisms of this Church as containing 
the system of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; 
and do you further promise that if at any time you 
find yourself out of accord with any of the funda- 
mentals of this system of doctrine, you will on your 
own initiative make known to your Presbytery the 
change.... ?” 


We have always supposed that “System of Doc- 
trine”’ refers to Calvinism as opposed to Arminian- 
ism, and also that the various parts of the system 
are so related as to be practically inseparable from 
each other. The words seem to be taken in quite 
different sense in some quarters; and particularly 
does it appear that there is wide difference of agree- 
ment on what constitutes a fundamental. We can 
readily see that marrying a deceased wife’s sister 
is not a fundamental, nor necessarily is the Pope’s 
being the Anti-Christ. But could anyone even re- 
motely surmise that the Virgin Birth is of the same 
class? And the personal Second Coming of the Lord, 
the literal Resurrection, the (Confession’s) Infalli- 
bility of the Bible, the Vicarious Atonement,—are 
these non-vital ? 


Despite all this, it has not infrequently appeared 
that this “system of doctrine” has become a kind of 
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shibboleth, which being merely pronounced, allows 
passage over the fords into the Presbyterian fold. 
Surely the utterance of the phrase is no open sesame 
to doctrinal laxity, nor to making exceptions at will, 
nor even to deciding individually what is and what 
is not fundamental. We have yet to hear of any 
Presbytery being stampeded with petitioners, who 
block the regular order of business in their desire 
to learn if they are out of harmony (with the sys- 
tem) touching some point in the whole. 


Attention is here called to the fact that at one 
juncture, Long Parliament remanded to the Assem- 
bly of Westminster their work, with the charge that 
Scriptural proof-texts be added to every part. Do 
libertarians know this? And one cannot but in- 
quire if those who desire “freedom” have recently 
read all that is asked of a candidate for ordination. 
Do they know that question number six obligates 
them to ‘“‘maintain the truths of the Gospel?” Sure- 
ly, nothing noted in the Gospel can be considered 
non fundamental. And the “system” is in “every 
part” backed up by Scripture which includes the 
Gospel. 


We have heard often about “freedom within 
limits.”” We would like to know the content of that 
phrase. What do its proponents really desire? Imag- 
ine a candidate for the Ministry in the Baptist 
Churches telling his brethren that he “accepts the 
system” but rejects immersion! How far would he 
get? What about a Methodist who “accepts the 
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system” but claiming “freedom within limits” re- 
fuses to believe that a man can fall from grace? 


It would seem that some folk look upon the 
Westminster Confession as a nebulous boundary en- 
closing a deal of heterogeneous data, rather than as 
a concatenated group of well-integrated Scriptural 
beliefs forming a complete and symmetrical ball. 
Those who view the system as a fence, give im- 
pression that they are irked at being so limited: 
those who hold it to be an orderly aggregate of 
Biblical teachings, find in those doctrines whatever 
liberty they need, rejoicing in its all but boundless 
reaches of depth, clarity, and strength. Therefore 
to accept the “system” while denying any of its 
vital content, is not “liberty within limits”: it is 
rather license in disregard of definition. 


—R.F.G. 





THE HoME LAND 
Think! 
Of stepping on shore and finding it Heaven; 


Of taking hold of a hand and finding it God’s 
hand ; 


Of breathing a new air and finding it Celestial air; 
Of feeling invigorated and finding it immortality ; 


Of passing from storm and tempest to an unbroken 
calm ; 


Of waking up—and finding it HOME! 


ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 7 
Angling Continued 


One of the latest additions to a fisherman's equip- 
ment is the Spinning Reel, a French invention which 
is about to revolutionize the sport. Its main advan- 
tage is distance casting, sending a very light weight 
lure far out upon the water. It requires quite a bit 
of practice and there are some conditions under 
which it cannot be used, because of the very deli- 
cate nylon line (4-lb. test) which is easily broken if 
snagged. I was reminded of this new reel by “an ex- 
perience’ which came in the mail addressed to 
ANGLERS this week from Colorado. Perhaps we 
cannot do better than to leave the classroom and go 
out with this ardent “fisherman” and see just how 
she does it, for she uses an extended line in such a 
way that the Lord wonderfully blesses it, “landing 
the catch.” 


Dear ANGLERS: 


A single signature on the “guest card” left by a 
visitor at the morning service. It fell into my hands. 
Unable to make a call in person, I asked God's bless- 
ing on my TELEPHONE. A sweet voice answered— 
a young business woman away from home. Upon 
learning that she was not a Christian, 1 asked, 
“Wouldn't you like to accept Christ as your Saviour 
and unite with the church?” “Yes,” she said, “it has 
been on my conscience for some time—but I don’t 
know how to go about it.” “Well, my dear, meet me 
at church next Sunday morning and sit with me, 
and I will help you ‘go about it’. Do you believe 
that Jesus died upon the cross to save you from your 
sins?” “Yes I do,” she quickly replied. “Well, only 
to confess that and to accept Him and be baptized, 
is all that is necessary. When we go together into 
the Decision Room and you make your confession, 
with a sincere desire to follow Christ, you will have 
made your ‘calling and election sure’-—for ‘None of 
His shall be lost.’ “But I have a friend with me,” she 
said. “What is her situation?” I asked. “The same 
as mine.” “Then let me speak to her, please.” Upon 
questioning, found her equally as eager for salvation. 
Both from the same town; both working for the Tele- 
ephone Co.—both living together—and both without 
Christ! Heart hungry strangers in a strange land. 
“No one cared for my soul.” Two happy girls were 
on hand Sunday morning, making their profession of 
faith in Jesus Christ and accepting Him as their Sav- 
iour. The following Sunday on time for Sunday 
School. Introduced them to our Director and they 
are now singing in the choir. I suggested their do- 
ing some fishing ( witnessing ) among their com- 
panions. Next Sunday they came enthusiastically 
bringing their “Catch” with them. Thus God blesses 
our “angling,” even with the telephone—if no better 
way is Open. (Name Withheld) 
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(Comment). The editor happens to know that 
this Personal Worker has been an invalid confined to 
her room for a number of years—though, with help, 
she manages to attend Sunday morning service at her 
church nearby—a large city church. Her method is 
to take the names of visitors as shown by the signed 
cards left in the pews, and call them on the telephone, 
which is at her bedside, expressing welcome and in- 
viting them to sit with her in her pew the following 
Sunday. There, in a sympathetic way, she learns their 
spiritual status and invites the unsaved to accept Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, and to go with her into the De- 
cision Room, which is always open, to close the 
transaction with her pastor. In this way she has won 
more than two hundred people to Christ in the past 
three years. The foregoing incident is one of the rare 
cases where the way seemed open to ask for a deci- 
sion on the Telephone. It worked. 


A leather-bound copy of the Testament For Fish- 
ers Of Men has been mailed to the Colorado Angler. 
Next week—Angling continued. See the announce- 
ment following. 





Here is an opportunity to get without cost 
a leather-bound copy of the TESTAMENT 
FOR FISHERS OF MEN. If you have had an 
experience, happy or other- 
wise, in soul winning, tell it in 
a hundred words or less, and 
mail to ANGLERS, care The 
Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. If it is used 
in the ANGLERS series, you 
will receive the Testament 
promptly. (No manuscript re- 
turned unless requested, with return postage). 
The Testament may also be secured by send- 
ing two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


(This is the fourteenth in a series of articles by 


J. V.N. Talmage, B.E.) 


What Makes The 


Mountains Rise 


Because of their false religious attitude, scientists 
have adopted certain false theories which have pre- 
vented them from discovering the cause of moun- 
tain-building. Consequently there are many conflict- 
ing theories on the subject. Still this does not mean 
that scientists do not know much about the forma- 
tion of mountains, for the exact opposite is true. 
Many scientists have spent their lives in orogenic re- 
search, and I am greatly indebted to these brilliant 
men for recording faithfully what they discovered. 
From the crumpled strata they have learned HOW, 
but not WHY, the mountains were raised. 


We discuss this question because when thoughtful 
men are informed that a sudden rise of mountains 
caused the pole to spiral, and this in turn caused 
those extraordinary oscillations which embarrassed 
the ante-diluvians, they usually askk:—WHAT MADE 
THE MOUNTAINS RISE? While we admit that 
this is a legitimate question, we cannot help con- 
trasting it with the docile manner in which some re- 
ligious leaders accept the “findings” of philosophers 
without asking embarrassing questions that cannot be 
answered. It is not difficult to give an opinion on 
the cause of the rise of mountains, but if we seem 
to be getting too far away from those ante-diluvians, 
please be patient. 


We must go back many, many millenniums to get 
to the beginning of the preparation for such a big 
event even though it actually came off very sudden- 
ly. The next to the last glacial age in Europe, the 
Riss, like the last, the Wurms, was caused by a rise of 
mountains, but the earlier rise was farther to the east 
than the latter, reaching even to south China. After 
the initial spiralling, the north pole settled down near 
the White Sea in northern Russia. During this glaci- 
ation much of Russia was covered with ice. With 
the pole so near, India was of course much colder 
than now, and the cold rains washed down much 
loosened material from the new mountains depositing 
it at the base of the range. The vast deposits of sand 
and gravel of this long interval are called the “Tatrot 
Formation”. There were no signs of mankind any- 
where on earth. 


The next geological event of importance was the 
rise of the Coast Range in our west. This brought 
the pole spiralling back to America in what is known 
as the Iowan glaciation in central United States and 
the Tahoe glaciation in the Sierra Mountains. After 
the normal spiralling the pole settled down in or 
near Keewatin, Canada. At this time our now arid 
west was covered by very many lakes both large and 
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small. This put India on the equator and during this 
long interval tropical rains brought down more cubic 
miles of sediment, but, as their contain bones of 
tropical animals, they are called the “Pinjor Forma- 
tion.” They were deposited on top of the “cold” Tat- 
rot material. There were still no human beings in the 
world. 


Article No. 3 shows that the crust of the earth 
always gives way under loads. In accordance with this 
law a trough developed at the foot of the Himalayas 
filled with vast quantities of gravel, sand, and rock. 
The reader probably knows that the earth bulges a 
little at the equator due to centrifugal force, and 
that it is a little flat at the two poles because of the 
lack of the same force. When the pole moved from 
the White Sea area to the north of Canada, India 
moved from a place where there was no bulge to a 
place where the earth should bulge. The crust of the 
earth being slightly elastic stretched itself to make 
the proper bulge, but could not stretch quite enough. 
All know how a boy has to loosen his belt buckle a 
notch or two because of the internal pressure of a 
big dinner. The equatorial belt was not equipped 
with a buckle, and so it stretched and stretched as the 
pressure continued. Finally it gave way where the 
crust was the weakest, under the Pinjor and Tatrot 
and even earlier loads! consequently the Thibetan 
continental mass slid southward over the fluid in- 
terior to take up the slack, and the last mountains, 
the outer Himalayas, suddenly went shooting up into 
the air. Thus there was a mountain range where not 
long before there had been a valley. No wonder the 
earth (or its crust) wobbled a little! Soon after the 
wobbling started, Adam was created, and then the 
wobbling continued with gradually abating force 
during ante-diluvian times, causing those extraordi- 
nary oscillations. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR MAY 24 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





Problems Of The Christian Conscience 


(Temperance ) 


Background Scripture: I Corinthians 5-9. 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 23:29-35. 


Since this is a Temperance Lesson and our Devotional Reading is the well-known selection from Proverbs, 
let us spend a few minutes thinking about this terrible curse which is upon America as well as the balance of 
the world. “At the last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder”. Has not this been the experience of 
millions of people in our land? It seems to me that this paragraph might well be called; “The Woes of an 


Alcoholic”. Notice how it closes: “When I awake, I will seek it yet again”. 


through which he has just passed, he is such an ab- 
ject slave that he will go back to the thing which has 
caused him all his woes. I read of one such case re- 
cently. His preacher was pleading with him to stop 
before it killed him, and he said, You don’t know the 
power which this appetite has over me. If I were 
on one side of a table and you on the other with a 
pistol, and a bottle of whiskey between us, and you 
said you would shoot me if I reached for that bottle, 
I would reach for it. I think that we ought to realize 
that it takes the power of God to effectively break 
such a chain. There are millions of such slaves in 
our nation, and the number is rapidly increasing. 


Why can we not rid our country of such a curse? 
I believe that the only sure way is through a great 
Revival that will sweep over our land and turn our 
people back to God. We are not dealing with some 
small enemy; but with a powerful force intrenched in 
high places. The beer and whiskey “big business’ is 
allied with corrupt politics, and many thoughtless 
people are either confused in their thinking, or indif- 
ferent or disgusted, and are about ready to give up 
in despair. Many Christians are not taking the stand 
they ought to take. The serpent is biting and sting- 
ing, and instead of killing the serpent, we are feed- 
ing and petting it. 


I do not wish to seem fanatical on this subject, but 
I confess that I would rather be an out and out fa- 
natic than a careless and indifferent onlooker. There 
are some in our country who are telling us to be calm 
and undisturbed about Communism, that subtle and 
subversive system that threatens to destroy us as a 
free nation. Those who have their eyes opened to 
either Communism or the Liquor business cannot be 
calm and undisturbed; they must pray and work with 
zeal and untiring energy to rid our land of these ter- 
rible enemies, and we must have the power and 
grace of God to help us. 


I would like to speak a word of warning and en- 
treaty to the moderate drinker, to the man or woman 
who says, I never get drunk, I can stop any time. Two 
things I would like to say: First, How do you know 
that you can continue to control your appetite?, and 
second, You may, by your example, send your own 
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In spite of the awful experience 





child, or someone else’s child, to a drunkard’s grave 
or an alcoholic’s hell. The only course open to sin- 
cere Christians is the one taken by Paul; I will eat 
no flesh nor drink wine, or anything whereby I make 
my brother to stumble. Will we not, for the sake of 
our Master and our brother's sake, resolve never to 
touch the poisonous stuff? It is an awful sin to put 
a stumbling-block in our weaker brother's way. 

The Church at Corinth was a live church, but it 
was infested with many sins and errors. Paul is writ- 
ing to them to correct these evils. 

1. Immorality: Chapters 5 and 6 


There was a clear case of at least one such person 
and the apostle is urging the church to “purge out 
the old leaven” from among them. Our hearts have 
been made sad recently by accounts in the papers, and 
cases in the church courts. It is bad enough to see 
so much immorality in the world at large, but it is 
distressing indeed when it gets into the leadership of 
the church, for it causes the enemies of the church to 
blaspheme, as in the case of David. Paul urges the 
church at Corinth to “put away from among your- 
selves that wicked person”. 


In the first part of chapter six he takes up the 
question of going to law and tells them to try their 
cases before the “saints”, and not before unrighteous 
judges. In the Presbyterian Church we have our reg- 
ular Church Courts by which we can “purge out the 
old leaven” as well as handle all other matters. I speak 
very feelingly and very humbly of this for I have 
never tried to exercise “Church Discipline” except on 
very rare occasions. It has to be done in a Christian 
manner, seeking the restoration, if possible, of those 
who have sinned. I have seen at least one case where 
it did good, and one where it seemed to do harm 
rather than good. When there is an atmosphere of 
Prayer and Christian Love it often results in repent- 
ance and restoration and spiritual growth in the 
Church. 


In the last part of this chapter he again brings up 
the special sin which was present in the church. He 
warns them most solemnly that “your body is the 
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temple of the Holy Ghost” and reminds them that 
they are not their own but have been bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit which are God's”. 


Both the world and the Church need this heart- 
searching warning and admonition of the great 
apostle. Our world is flooded with obscene pictures, 
magazines, and papers which encourage immorality, 
and lately there has been a decided lowering of the 
moral tone of our nation. The Church is feeling the 
effects of this wave of impurity. 


Il. Marriage: Chapter 7 


At our recent meeting of Presbytery the question 
of marriage and divorce came up before us again 
through a report sent down by our General Assembly. 
This is no new question, but it is a very pertinent one 
in our day, for our divorce evil has become a national 
shame. Paul has a good deal to say about different 
aspects of the question. I wish to mention briefly 
some of his teaching about the married relation. 


In this part of my discussion I wish to insert here 
and there some of the notes which I took when we 
studied this Epistle in Greek under Dr. English. | 
have my Bible which I used at the time and the 
notes written on the margin. There were some of 
Paul's critics who said that he was “below par” be- 
cause he was unmarried, and he was partly defend- 
ing his own course as he wrote these words. The sit- 
uation at Corinth was such that “it was good for a 
man not to touch a woman”, but because of the 
temptation to immorality, he advised that each man 
have his own wife, and each woman her own hus- 
band. He insists, however, that it would be good 
for them to be even as he was. He was not ashamed 
of the fact that he was not married, and because of 
the dangers of the time, his travels, his preaching, 
and his persecutions, we can easily see that it was 
better for him not to have a wife. He tells them not 
to depart from each other, or if they separate, let the 
wife remain unmarried, or be reconciled to her hus- 


band. 


He then takes up the question of mixed marriages, 
where one is a Christian, and the other is not. “He 
discourages separation and tries to keep them to- 
gether”, also that the one who is a Christian should 
so live as to bring the unsaved partner to Christ. | 
have seen this work out in some cases where the wife 
was a sincere and earnest Christian, one who prayed 
much for her husband. In his advice to the unmar- 
ried, Paul advises them to marry “in the Lord”, and 
this is the wise and safe rule to follow. It is often 
easier to lead one to Christ before the wedding than 
afterwards. He says in verses 26-28: Art thou bound 
unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed 
from a wife? seek not a wife. It was good for the 
present distress not to marry, but even during these 
dangerous days, if they married, they did not sin. He 
wished them to be “free from cares”. The unmarried 
person would be careful for the things of the Lord, 
but the married person would have the usual cares 
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which attend married life. A wife is bound to her 
husband as long as he lives, but if he dies, she is free 
to marry whom she will; only in the Lord, and then 
he adds, I think she will be happier if she remains 
unmarried. 


Ill. Things Sacrificed to 
Idols: Chapter 8. 


In this matter of conscience we are to be guided 
not merely by knowledge, but by love; knowledge 
tends to puff up; love builds up; there is a big dif- 
ference between a puffed up balloon and a built up 
skyscraper. 


We know that an idol is nothing, and that food 
offered to it has not changed or been made unfit to 
eat; but there are those whose knowledge is not as 
complete as ours, who have been recently converted 
from heathen ideas and superstitions, and if such a 
person sees you eating such meat, you will cause 
him to stumble. Is your “liberty” to become a stumb- 
ling-block to him? You will sin against him, and in 
so doing, will sin against Christ. Wherefore, says 
Paul, if meat makes my brother to stumble, I will eat 
no flesh, that | make not my brother to stumble. It 
is our business to build up our brothers, not cause 
them to fall. 


Now let us apply this principle to the matter of 
drinking. We may be strong enough, have knowledge 
and will-power enough, to stop before we get drunk, 
but we know that there are millions of our fellowmen 
who do not have the ability to quit in time. Christian 
love will make us thoughtful of our brother’s welfare; 
we are our brother's keepers. Swrely, a real Christian 
will refrain for the sake of others. Our liberty to eat 
and drink what we please stops at the doorstep of 
our weaker brother. Is it not a thought to make us 
tremble that if we drink we may be the cause of some- 
one, perhaps someone near and dear to us, becoming 
a drunkard? (Let me say that I believe drinking, 
even moderate drinking, is a sin in itself, for it 
poisons our bodies). 


IV. True Christian Liberty: 
Chapter 9 

Paul boasts that he is free; he has the right to eat 
and drink, to be married like the balance of the 
apostles, to forbear working and let the churches 
support him. He has several illustrations which he 
uses to prove this. Nevertheless he did not use this 
liberty. He boasted of this. From verse 23 he turns 
to himself. For his weak brother’s sake, and now, 
for his own sake. He is running a race: it must be 
a wimning race. He must be temperate in all things. 


REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never 
have heard of it. 


EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 24 


Because 


WorsHip PRoGRAM 
Hymn: “Lead On, O King Eternal” 
Invocation 
Hymn: “Jesus, Keep Me Near The Cross” 
Announcements 
Prayer 
Offering 
Scripture: Psalm 143 
Hymn: “Holy Spirit, Faithful Guide” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


In our discussion last week we considered the 
theme, “God Is Here,” and this week we continue 
to follow through on the same basic thought in the 
topic, “Because He is Here.’ We found that God 
is indeed here, in the present, in the person and in 
the power of His Holy Spirit, who indwells every 
true believer in Jesus Christ. It is certainly wonder- 
ful to know that God dwells in our hearts; that we 
do not have to search far afield for Him, for He 
is ever present in our hearts if only we receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. But let’s explore some 
of the possibilities that are within the realm of 
Christian experience “because He is here.”’ 


First Speaker 


Because God in the person of the Holy Spirit is 
here with us, we can have a “full assurance of un- 
derstanding” concerning the truth as revealed in the 
Word of God. In other words, through the Holy 
Spirit the believer in Christ has the capacity to 
know God’s Word. John says in his first epistle, 
“But the anointing which ye have received of Him 
abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it 
hath taught you, ye shall abide in Him.” John does 
not mean that we should not listen to Bible teachers 
or hear what other Christians have to say concern- 
ing the Bible. He does mean that we are not depen- 
dent upon others for understanding. Teachers may 
call attention to truth, but only the Holy Spirit 
can give understanding. We are to depend upon 
Him to guide us into all truth. Paul, in writing to 
the church at Corinth, declares: ‘Now we have re- 
ceived, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
which is of God; that we might know the things 
that are freely given to us of God. Which things 
also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; com- 
paring spiritual things with spiritual.’ All that we 
need to know, God will teach us through His Word 
as we trust the Holy Spirit to teach us. After all, 
the Spirit who inspired the Word should certainly 
be its best interpreter! What we need and long to 
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He Is Here 


know concerning God, “God hath revealed unto us 
by His Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, 
vea, the deep things of God.” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


It is good to know that the Bible is not a mystery, 
but a revelation to all who believe in Jesus Christ 
and long to know the truth of God. Many find it 
a mystery, but only because of unbelief. They do 
not have the Holy Spirit to teach them, for He 
only indwells those who have been born again. How 
grateful we should be that we have been saved, 
and that we have the Holy Spirit to teach us about 
Christ. But there is more to being saved than just 
“knowing.” Let’s see what we have to consider 
next. 


Second Speaker 


John says, in the first chapter of his gospel, “As 
many as received Him, to them gave He power to 
become the sons of God.” This really answers the 
question raised by Nicodemus, “How can a man 
be born when he is old?” He receives the power to 
be born again when he receives Christ into his heart 
by faith. Because God is here, in the person and 
power of His Spirit, all who believe in Jesus Christ 
are enabled to become, to be, the children of God, 
“We are by nature the children of wrath,” but by 
the supernatural power of God we become the chil- 
dren of God. God’s very life is imparted to us when 
we receive His Son. Thus we are not the children 
of God in name only, but we are enabled to be the 
children of God in our daily lives. It isn’t simply 
that we are saved and thus fitted for heaven, as 
wonderful as that is, but we are fitted for earth as 
well! We are enabled, in Him, to live as the sons 
of God! Paul says, “If we live in the Spirit; let us 
walk in the Spirit.”” Then again: “‘As ye therefore 
have received Christ Jesus the Lord; so walk ye in 
Him.” God calls us to be holy, and by the Holy 
Spirit enables us to respond to the call. He calls 
us to be filled with “the fruits of righteousness,” 
and through the power of the Holy Spirit produces 
the fruit in us. He teaches us the way in which we 
should walk, and then by His Spirit leads us along 
the path. No wonder Paul exclaims, “J am what 
I am by the grace of God.” “To be or not to be” 
is not a problem for one who trusts in Christ, for 
by His grace we will be what we ought to be for 


Him! 
PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


It is good to know that we are not Christians 
in position or practice by “trying,” by reason of our 
own will and power, but by trusting in Him whose 
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grace is sufficient for both saving and keeping, for 
both living and dying. But there is still something 
more beyond knowing and being. The final thought 
is concerned with doing. Let’s listen— 


Third Speaker 


A Christian is not just someone who believes and 
is born into the family of God, and then sits on a 
cloud with his feet hanging over, waiting to go to 
heaven. A real Christian has a job to do. Paul says, 
“We then, as workers together with Him, beseech 
you also that ye receive not the grace of God in 
vain.” Paul was a worker, and he made it plain 
that God had called others to be workers. He could 
say, not with boasting, but with confidence, “His 
grace which was bestowed upon me was not in 
vain; but | laboured more abundantly than they 
all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me.’ Paul was constrained by the love of Christ to 
work, and what he accomplished was accomplished 
because of the power of God within. He warned the 
Philippian Christians to work out their own salva- 
tion in fear and trembling, for, he said, “It is God 
which worketh in you, both to will and to do of His 
good pleasure.” No excuse for failure could be 
made, for God had provided through His indwelling 
presence all that was needful to perform His work. 
Jesus said, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work.”” What He did He did in the strength and 
power given to Him of the Father, and He says to 
you and to me, “As the Father hath sent me, even 
so send | you.”” We are to take up where He left 
off, and He will provide the needed strength, for 
He promised, “I will not leave thee, nor forsake 
thee.’ But what is it that we are to do? When our 
Lord first began His public ministry, He stood one 
day in the congregation, and read from Isaiah 61 :1 
—‘‘The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; because 
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; He hath sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to them that are 
bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
Having read these words, He said, “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled.” In other words, He came to 
give His life that what had been promised might be 
fulfilled, and now He calls you and me to give our 
lives to Him, that as the Spirit of God is upon us, 
we may go forth to tell the good news of deliverance 
and life in Him. This is our work, and for its ac- 
complishment, God is here, in our hearts, in the 
person and power of His Holy Spirit. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN 


What could be more appropriate as a closing note 
of praise and thanksgiving than Paul’s word of 
gratitude as found in II Corinthians 2:14: ““Thanks 
be unto God, who always leadeth us in triumph in 
Christ, and maketh manifest through us the savor 
of His knowledge in every place.” (A.S.V.). 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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To Friends Of The Journal 


Will you pause a moment right now and pray? 


Ask God to give wisdom, patience and humility to 
the workers in the Journal office; 


Ask Him to keep the Journal in the center of His 
will, and make it more and more a medium of 
Christian thought and service; 


Ask Him to safeguard the paper against mistakes 
within — and without; 


Ask Him that its columns may be used to build 
Christian character, to stimulate spiritual 
growth and a love of the Truth as it is found 
in the imperishable and immutable Word of 
God. 


This is an investment you can make in a few 
moments that may yield dividends now and 
through Eternity! 





The Billy Graham 
Crusade In Chattanooga 
By J. Park McCallie 


Secretary Greater Chattanooga 
Evangelistic Crusade 

During the past four weeks, March 15th through 
April 12th, Billy Graham and his team have conduct- 
ed a remarkable revival campaign in the city of Chat- 
tanooga, Tennessee. The local committee of pastors 
and laymen incorporated as the Greater Chattanooga 
Evangelistic Crusade and undertook the raising of 
funds to build a permanent concrete block and brick 
field house in Warner Park to seat 10,000 people, of 
which 800 were in the choir, with a prospect room 
seating some 450, and with all of the offices neces- 
sary for the evangelist, ushers, secretary of the evan- 
gelist, the first aid room, and restrooms for men and 
women. It has a natural gas hot water furnace en- 
tirely enclosed with concrete walls to heat the large 
slabs of concrete on either side of the building on the 
floor. It is 340 feet long and 180 feet wide. There is 
nothing like it in the South that we know of and it 
will be utilized, not only for evangelistic purposes 
later on, but for all sorts of exhibits, the county fair, 
and many other recreational purposes in our City. 

The churches, through private subscription and a 
foundation gift, raised approximately $150,000 to 
make this building possible. The City of Chattanooga, 
on whose grounds it was located in Warner Park, 
took care of the balance. It is an acquisition for al) 
times. 


The spiritual preparation for this meeting was 
made in more than 500 separate groups of prayer 
meetings held in private homes all over the city of 
Chattanooga, with a radio message each morning at 
10 o'clock, followed by prayer by those gathered at 
the homes. This prayer preparation was under the 
direction of Dr. Lee Roberson. Dr. Carl Giers, pas- 
tor of the First Baptist Church, was the Chairman of 
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the Greater Chattanooga Evangelistic Crusade, and 
Dr. James L. Fowle, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, was in charge of the raising of the funds, 
with Dr. Frank Trotter, pastor of the Asbury Meth- 
odist Church as co-chairman. 


The wonderful preparation for the counseling 
group, which was their name for personal workers, 
was made a month in advance through the Naviga- 
tors,conducted by Dawson Trottman and his assistant, 
Lorne Sanny. I have never seen such thorough prep- 
aration in advance for the definite personal work 
with the prospects who would come forward and a 
follow-up that would carry this to a good conclusion 
in getting everyone into some Bible believing church. 


The attendance at the meetings was splendid and 
ranged from a low of 6,300 to a high of 15,000 on 
Chamberlain Field on Sunday afternoon. There was 
consistently an average of 10,000 people at the meet- 
ings and a total of 283,300, including the 18,000 at 
the two showings of “Oil Town, USA” immediately 
after the campaign closed in the Warner Park Field 
House. A childrens’ meeting had some 7,000 present. 


The total number of definite decisions made, along 
four lines—as a personal first-time acceptance of 
Jesus Christ, as a re-affirmation of faith, an assur- 
ance of salvation, or a dedication of life—was 3,010 
individuals, of whom were one-third for salvation. 
Only two per-cent of those coming forward for ac- 
ceptance of Jesus Christ showed no preference of de- 
nomination. Ninety-six per-cent showed a definite 
preference for an individual church. 


The meetings had a large number of young people 
to respond. The schools, both private and public, 
were greatly affected, and prayer meetings were con- 
ducted in the various schools. 150 boys in my own, 
the McCallie School, made a definite stand in these 
meetings—coming forward for one or the other var- 
ious decisions to be made. A large number have be- 
come members of the Pocket Testament League, car- 
rying their Testaments with them daily and reading 
the Word and memorizing Scripture. A great deal 
has been made of the memorization of Scripture. To 
every prospect was given a small red Gospel of John 
and the Bible Ration Pack, a booklet with an en- 
velope carrying four cards on which four verses of 
Scripture were printed—one for assurance of salva- 
tion, another for assurance of victory, another for 
assurance of forgiveness,and another for assurance of 
answer to prayer. These verses were, respectively, 
First John 5:11-12; First Corinthians 10:13; First 
John 1:9, and John 16:24. 


A real spirit of revival has been engendered in the 
city of Chattanooga and the churches have been much 
blessed. The Fishers of Men group is trying to 
strengthen and increase their membership. 


All expenses of the meeting were fully taken care 
of and a very happy spirit of cooperation exists 
among the churches. We praise God for the Billy 
Graham meetings. 
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Women’s Work 


Women To Women Evangelism 
By Madaline Kelly Ardrey 
It was a woman who had the privilege on that 
glorious Easter morning of carrying the glad news 
of Christ’s resurrection to His disciples. 








It was a woman who left her waterpot to go and 
tell her former companions of her newfound Saviour, 
and because of her witness many believed. 


And it was a woman whose life of devotion to 
Christ and her deed of adoration have been a wit- 
ness down through the years. Each time Mary of 
Bethany was mentioned she was at the feet of Jesus— 
to learn of Him, to be comforted by Him and to 
adore Him. 


When we fall in love with Christ, then the over- 
flow of love will be bound to reach out and touch 
others. 


We as women have daily opportunities to witness 
to other women through contacts in our social, our 
business and our Church life. 


What opportunities are afforded in the Circle 
with its Bible study and Christian fellowship! 


Neighborhood Bible study classes are a most fruit- 
ful avenue of evangelism. “The sword of the Spirit 
is the word of God.” The class may be composed of 
twenty members or only two. One Christian was 
convicted of the spiritual neglect of her maid. Real- 
izing the Power of the Word she began a daily study 
in the Gospel of John with her. When John 1:12 
was explained to her, one could almost see the light 
break upon her soul as the eyes of her understanding 
were opened. With eagerness she memorized a key 
verse in each chapter and was able to give the con- 
tent of each chapter of the gospel from memory. 
There was a consciousness that it was a heart knowl- 
edge as well as a head knowledge. 


Well chosen tracts such as “4 Things God Wants 
You to Know,” “Safety, Certainty and Enjoyment” 
and others have won many souls to Christ and have 
produced growth in grace in Christians. The write: 
treasures a booklet of Andrew Murray's given to her 
at Montreat many years ago by a beloved Bible teach- 
er who probably never realized the blessing it 
brought. Letters also afford great opportunities for 
witnessing. 


Undergirding all other weapons is prayer, which 
unlocks the storehouse of God’s Power. What bless- 
ings are missed through its neglect! Yet, He would 
say to each of us as He did of old: “O woman, great 
is thy faith. Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” Do 
we act as if we believe this? 


Much more important than the method of wit- 
nessing is the life of the witness. Activity does not 
always mean fruitfulness. Only the life that is 
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Christ centered and Spirit controlled will bear lasting 
fruit. “It is dying not doing that produces spiritual 
fruit.” (See John 12:24) And, as we die to self and 
allow Him to live out His life in us, will there be 
fruitfulness. This happens only after Calvary be- 
comes a reality to us, and in its light we face our own 
sinful souls. When we see our nothingness, then He 
becomes everything. 


Our part is obedience. He takes care of the fruit- 
fulness. 





The 1953 Birthday 
Gift Objective 

It is hard to see how the Women of the Church 
could have chosen a more significant objective for 
their 1953 Birthday Gift than the erection of fur- 
lough homes for missionaries adjacent to our four 
seminaries. The availability of these homes for rest 
and privacy in locations where missionaries on fur- 
lough can have opportunity for study will prepare 
these men and women for more effective service 
when they return to the field. 


The presence of missionary families in the homes 
and their contact with seminary students will enrich 
the spiritual life of these institutions and confront 
young men constantly with the challenge of World 
Missions. 


The fact that missionaries will be available for 
speaking engagements in the areas served by the 
seminaries will also enable them to be a source of 
stimulus and of blessing to the life of the entire As- 
sembly. 


In each of these ways the homes will be a real 
contribution to the cause of World Missions and for 
the spread of the Gospel. 


—J. McDowell Richards, President, 
Columbia Theological Seminary. 





A Furlough Home At 
Louisville 

A Furlough Home in connection with Louisville 
Seminary will do much for the missionaries who be- 
come beneficiaries of it and for the seminary in in- 
creasing the effectiveness of its work in relation to 
the world mission of the church. 


Few missionaries expect to rest during their fur- 
lough year. They expect the recreation of a change 
in their labors, and in most cases, they earnestly de- 
sire to utilize the opportunity to equip themselves 
better for their task. Thus, being near a seminary, 
where graduate work can be done and where a good 
theological library is available, is a factor of prime 
importance. 


But what such missionaries will give is probably of 
greater importance than what they will get. Their 
zeal for their work is contagious. More seminary stu- 
dents are likely to feel the call to missionary work. 
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Those who are to remain at home as pastors will 
more effectively lead their congregations in the sup- 
port of world missions because of these personal con- 
tacts with missionaries while in seminary. Further- 
more, the churches in this vicinity will welcome the 
Opportunity to have such missionaries address their 
various organizations, and thus also the cause of world 
missions will be strengthened. 


With such fruits to be borne, we in Louisville Sem- 
inary are earnestly hopeful that the Birthday Gift 
this year will reach its full goal of $200,000. 


—Frank H. Caldwell, President, 
Louisville Theological Seminary. 





Furlough Homes In 
Richmond 


In addition to the rest and relaxation which is af- 
forded our missionaries, between their furlough itin- 
erations throughout the entire church, their residence 
in Richmond gives opportunities to catch up on 
theological thought and literature through our classes 
and lectures at the Seminary and Training School 
and through the use of our Seminary Library facili- 
ties. Many missionaries enroll in formal classes here 
and not a few have worked toward and secured ad- 
vanced degrees here. 


Many of the young recruits now upon our mission 
fields were influenced to choose their fields of labor 
by their personal contacts with the missionaries liv- 
ing at Mission Court. 


At least four daughters of Mission Court have mar- 
ried seminary students who have accompanied their 
wives as missionaries to the fields where they were 
born. It will be interesting to see these children in 
turn, many of them with their children, enjoying their 
furloughs in the comfortable residences which they 
occupied as children and young people. 


It is hoped that the Birthday Offering of the 
Women of the Church will enable Mission Court to 
render in the future an even greater service. 


—B. R.Lacy, Jr., President, 
Union Theological Seminary. 
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Homes For Missionaries 


On Furlough 


There are many reasons why homes for mission- 
aries on furlough are profitably erected adjacent to 
our Seminaries. The effect on the missionary is bene- 
ficial. The Board of World Missions gives three 
reasons for granting furloughs—the second of these 
is that the missionary might study. Under the stern 
discipline of academic atmosphere any staleness— 
doctrinally, academically or practically—which may 
have accrued during the years of utter devotion to 
the mission task will be dissipated. Opportunity will 
be present to explore new fields of knowledge or to 
dig deeper into old ones—and the modern missionary 
is supposed to know everything about everything! 


The Seminary students also profit greatly. En- 
thusiasm for missions is kindled in these students— 
bringing some to a decision to serve on the mission 
field and creating in others a lasting interest which 
will mean support in the years that lie ahead. 


Convinced of the wisdom of this plan the Board 
of Trustees of Austin Seminary set aside land in the 
Master Plan of Seminary Development for homes 
for missionaries on furlough 


—David L. Stitt, President, 
Austin Theological Seminary. 





The Last Star On The Sea 
By R. Ross Parkhill 


The world is in confusion, 
And from this it cannot flee, 
For men have lost perception 
Of the last Star on the sea. 


A time is fast approaching 
For a great catastrophe, 
When all of earth is humbled 

By the last Star on the sea. 


Then across the last sunset, 
And across the darkling lea, 

Multitudes will be sighing 
For the last Star on the sea. 


Yet out of highest Heaven 
In that hour of jubilee, 
God's armies will be riding 
With the last Star on the sea. 


From east to west illumined 
In the light of Majesty, 
Mankind will be divided 
By the last Star on the sea. 


Ah, how will you be counted, 
What will be your destiny, 

When the sun is gone forever, 
And the last Star's on the sea? 
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Church News 


Lectures At Columbia 








Seminary 


Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette, Dr. Oswald T. Allis 
and Dr. Ralph A. Felton will be special lecturers at 
Columbia Theological Seminary during the annual 
Minister's Week, May 18-23, 1953. 


Dr. Kenneth S. Latourette, Professor of Missions 
and Oriental History at Yale University, is to deliver 
the Smyth Lectures on “The World Mission of the 
Church In Our Day.” The topics of his individual 
lectures will be as follows: 1. The World of Yester- 
day, 2. The Spread of the Gospel in the World of 
Yesterday, 3. The World of Our Day, 4. The Spread 
of the Gospel in the World of Our Day, 5. The 
Eternal Gospel in an Age of Storm, 6. As We Rise to 
the Challenge of Our Day. These lectures will be de- 
livered at 8 o'clock each evening of the week from 
Monday through Friday, and at 9:30 on Saturday 
morning, May 22. 


Dr. Oswald T. Allis, formerly Professor in Prince- 
ton and Westminster Theological Seminaries, is to 
deliver five lectures on “Modern Dispensationalism.” 
He will speak at 11 o'clock each morning from Tues- 
day through Saturday. It is also expected that Dr. 
Allis will conduct several informal discussions of 
“The Principles of Old Testament Exegesis” at some 
afternoon hour. 


Dr. Ralph A. Felton, Professor in Drew Theolog- 
ical Seminary, has been invited as special lecturer for 
the Town and Country Pastor's Institute which will 
also be in session at Columbia Seminary throughout 
this week. He will be heard in the seminary chapel 
at 9:30 each morning from Tuesday through Friday 
as he discusses the total program of the Town and 
Country Church. 


The annual meeting of the Alumni Association of 
the seminary will be held at lunch on Tuesday, May 
19. Following the conclusion of the Alumni meet- 
ing at 4 o'clock Tuesday afternoon there will be a 
service for the dedication of the seminary’s new John 
Bulow Campbell Library. This building which was 
completed at a cost of approximately $325,000 and 
which is modern and adequate in all respects has now 
been paid for in full. The principal address of the 
occasion will be delivered by Dr. E. D. Kerr, Profes- 
sor of Old Testament Language, Literature and Ex- 
egesis, and the audience will join in a service of ded- 
ication under the leadership of the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors. 





Passing Of A Faithful Worker 

Miss Emma Dean, who for 17! years, worked in 
the office of the General Council in Decatur, passed 
away April 18, in Crawford Long Hospital, Atlanta, 
after an illness of three months. 
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Miss Dean, a native of Tower Hill, Illinois, had 
lived in Atlanta since 1920. Before going to the Gen- 
eral Council, she did part-time work with the Board 
of Women’s Work, Atlanta. She was a member of 
Gordon Street Presbyterian Church there and for a 
number of years, was secretary of the Intermediate 
Department in the Sunday School. 


The Rev. Joseph L. Griggs, pastor of Gordon Street 
Church, Dr. J. G. Patton and the Rev. Bob Hodges, 
Executive Secretary and Associate Secretary of the 
General Council, respectively, conducted the funeral 
service. In his message, Dr. Patton said, “The Pres- 
byterian Church has never had a more faithful and 
devoted servant. She demonstrated to those who 
knew her best that her joy was to do her Master's 
will and like Him, she ‘went about doing good’. Her 
radiant life has reflected His glory and her person- 
ality has reflected His love.” 


Survivors include two brothers and their wives, 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry C. Dean and Mr. and Mrs. How- 
ard G. Dean, and one sister-in-law, Mrs. Morris H. 
Dean, all of Atlanta; a sister and brother-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Y. Clayton of Cleveland, Ohio, and an- 
other sister, Mrs. Ed Higginbotham of Tower Hill, 
Ill. Several nieces and nephews also survive. 





Central Texas Presbytery 


THE PRESBYTERY OF CENTRAL TEXAS met in 
Stated Spring Session in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Temple, Texas, April 21-22, 1953, having 27 Min- 
isters and 26 Ruling Elders in attendance. 


Ruling Elder Hulon W. Black, of the University 
Presbyterian Church, Austin, was elected Moderator 
of the Presbytery while it met in his home church. 
The Reverend R. D. Bucy and Ruling Elder Wm. C. 
Foster, of the Wilshire Church in Austin, were elect- 
ed Temporary Clerks. The Reverend David Parsons, 
Jr., was dismissed to the Presbytery of Mid-Texas; 
five Candidates for the Ministry of this Presbytery 
were given certificates to other Presbyteries looking 
toward ordination and service in them: Logan Cock- 
rum to Brazos; W. A. Engstrom to Western Texas; 
Robert Pitman to Paris; Harry Smith to Orange; and 
Thomas Stewart to Red River. 


The Doctrinal Sermon was given by the Reverend 
Wm. S. Smith, on the subject: “And the Life Everlast- 
ing.” A Memorial Service was held for the Reverend 
Joseph W. Campbell, who died since the last meeting 
of the Presbytery. Among interesting reports of the 
various phases of the work of the Church, were the 
following: Mrs. W. R. Manor, telling of the work of 
the Women of the Presbytery; Rev. W. Jack Lewis, on 
the work of the “Faith and Life Community” near the 
University of Texas in Austin; plans for the Presby- 
tery’s Centennial Celebration, presented by Rev. W. F. 
O'Kelley and the Negro Work Campaign represented 
by W. H. Foster, with Mrs. C. G. Edison, a member 
of the Committee present. The Council reported that 
the churches of the Presbytery have paid 90.2% of the 
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Benevolent budget of 1952-53; the Statistical Reports 
seem to indicate even more, some churches not work- 
ing through the Council. 
Wm. H. Foster, 
Stated Clerk. 





Our Missionaries 


Rev. L. M. Henderlite sailed for Brazil from New 
York April 14, after having spent the past year in 
this country on furlough. 


Rev. Joe B. Hooper, missionary to Korea, has re- 
joined his family at 1108 E. Screven, Quitman, Ga., 
after an eighteen month term of service in Korea. 
Address after June Ist, Montreat, N. C. 





Mecklenburg Presbytery 


MECKLENBURG PRESBYTERY held its Two Hun- 
dredth State Session in the Thomasboro Presbyterian 
Church on April 21, 1953. Rev. Hugh B. Carter was 
elected to succeed Dr. Lawrence I. Stell as moderator. 
Presbytery received Rev. S. Wylie Hogue, Jr., by 
transfer from Wilmington Presbytery and appointed 
commissions to install him pastor of the Banks, Six 
Mile Creek, Rehoboth and Unionville Presbyterian 
Churches. He becomes director of the Belk Larger 
Parish. Dr. W. Gatewood Workman, professor of 
Psychology at Davidson College, was received by 
transfer from a Methodist Conference in Georgia. 
Mr. C. McDonald Coffey, III came as a candidate for 
the ministry from Winston-Salem Presbytery and was 
examined with a view to ordination. A commission 
was appointed to ordain and install him pastor of the 
Oakboro and Ridgecrest Churches on June 14th. 
Three candidates for the ministry were received: Mr. 
Vernon Ross Hunter, of the Sugaw Creek Church, 
Mr. David Carlton Hambrick, of the St. Andrews 
Church, and Mr. Harley Floyd Carriker, of the Cald- 
well Memorial Church. 


The 77 ministers, 75 elders and 21 visitors who 
were enrolled heard Rev. F. C. Debele, Jr., Stated 
Clerk, give a glowing report of progress—showing 
substantial gains in membership and in giving to 
benevolences. There are 1019 elders; 1169 deacons; 
total additions by profession 1032, by reaffirmation 
223, by certificate 1759. There is a communicant 
membership of 28,524 with 25,386 enrolled in Sun- 
day Schools. There are 106 churches, three of which 
were organized within the year. The total gifts were 
$2,540,194.00 or a per canita giving of $89.05. Gifts 
to benevolences were $623,214, representing a per 
capita giving of $21.85. Ten churches were given 
permission to increase their pastor's salary. There 
were 569 adult baptisms and 718 infant baptisms. 


Addresses were made by Rev. Carl R. Key, State 
Director, of CROP; Mrs. R. A. Willis, Jr., retiring 
president of the Women of Mecklenburg Presbytery. 
Mrs. Boyce W. Hunter, her successor, was presented 
to Presbytery. Rev. S. M. Inman spoke on the Negro 
Work campaign. 
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Rev. John A. Carriker was nominated to be mod- 
erator of the next Presbytery to meet on July 21st in 
the Paw Creek Presbyterian Church. Rev. S. H. 
Zealy was the host pastor. 


BOOKS WHICH WILL HELP YOU 
IN THE STUDY OF THE GOSPEL 
ACCORDING TO MARK 


~wrurrey, 
PIP LES 
errr 


R. H. Stone, 
Secretary. 
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Participation In Presbytery 


By Colin M. Hudson 


Elder In Trinity Presbyterian Church 
Arlington ... Virginia 


VUVVVUTENAT 


The Gospel Of Mark 
By Charles R. Erdman 
$1.50 Postpaid 


One important factor regarding the proposed 
amendment to Paragraph 70 in the Book of Church 
Order, which would permit more than one elder 
from very large churches, is the stimulus to earnest, 
intelligent and useful service in the Presbytery by 
laymen who happen to be in a relatively large and 
growing congregation. 


Dr. Erdman says the purpose of these outline 
studies is to aid in fixing the thought upon 
the successive, swiftly changing scenes of the 
story, in order to arouse deeper devotion to 
the Master and to inspire wider 
service in His Name. 

In a congregation which diligently and effectively 
serves our Lord and Master, annually winning 
more than a hundred persons to Christian profession 
or reafirmation or transfer from affiliations no long- 
er active, several elders are installed for the first 
time each year on the average. In the event attend- 
ance at Presbytery is assigned turn about, an elder 
can expect duty at Presbytery only about once in his 
entire service in the church or at most very few 
times. 


The Gospel According To Mark 
By G. Campbell Morgan 


(350 Pages) 
$3.50 Postpaid 


PLPPPPPP PPP PPP PLP PPL P PLO LLP L PILI G EL ELE EELS 


Consisting of thirty of this inimitable author’s 
sermons, preached consecutively to his con- 
gregation in Westminster Chapel, London. 
The reader will be able to swiftly, but with 
keen and alert interest, move with Jesus of 
Nazareth through the wonderful crowded 
years of His more public ministry. 


edd bA bd ddbdbbOCBCPOPCCOCBPOP OPO P BLOB BBO OOE 


Experience is usually necessary for effectiveness. 
The individual who has never attended the Pres- 
bytery previously, or at best several years previously, 
can seldom be effective. 


4 
‘ 
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The Biblical Illustrator 
On Mark 
Edited By Joseph S. Extell 
$4.95 Postpaid 


One of the 57 volumes in this great library of 
Bible Commentaries. There are 741 pages 
containing a wealth of informing and illumi- 
nating comments on Mark’s Gospel gathered 
from the world’s most famous Bible scholars. 


—PLPPPPPPPPPPPPPP PPP LOL PLP PLL LPL L CLEC LEE ESO Se 


The key point is then, whether the Presbytery 
shall take this opportunity to gain in effective use 
of its lay manpower, especially in the rapidly grow- 
ing areas where thousands of families are to be 
reached, by securing participation of elders more 
frequently than their turn could come in the larger 
and more rapidly growing churches. 


The important question is not whether the Pres- 
bytery in its lay participation is to be constituted 
approximately according to the population distribu- 
tion or whether it is to be (as the Book of Church 
Order now reads) with one from each church, re- 
gardless of size. There is good precedent for both 
in Presbyterian government. The General Assem- 
bly is made up of Commissioners from each Pres- 
bytery approximately in proportion to the number 
of communicants in its churches and ministers on 


its roll (one Minister and one Ruling Elder for 
each 4000). 


The primary question is: Will the proposed slight 
change in lay make-up of Presbytery help the Pres- 
bytery in effective service to our Lord? I believe so. 

As Dr. Franklin C. Talmage so aptly has written 
(in the Journal, April 15, 1953): “Ruling Elders 
are not representatives of the particular church in 
the sense that they speak for its interests and serve 
its ends. Ruling Elders come from these churches 
but always speak for the Church of Christ.” 


PLEODPDPPODLLOOLDLOD LLLP LLOL LE? a nbd ittttboeeeee? 
mdb bMMdddddditttttbbbbobbbOCPOCOOOOOO OR wT . 
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Letters To Young Churches 
By J. B. Phillips 
$2.75 Postpaid 


An attractive translation of the New Testa- 
ment Epistles in modern speech, in a homey, 
down-to-earth style. The Introduction is by 
C. S. Lewis, the Author of 
“Screwtape Letters.” 


Wy 


These Books Can Be Had Promptly 
By Ordering From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
WEAVERVILLE ... NORTH CAROLINA 
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Before We Vote To Merge With The Northern 
Church — Let’s Look At The Facts About 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 


By Kenneth S. Keyes — Miami, Fla. 


Correction! 





In the March 18 issue we published 
Mr. Keyes’ chart comparing our Sun- 
SUNDAY SCHOOL day School Enrollment with that of the 
ENROLLMENT 


Northern Church. 


Our attention was promptly called to 
the fact that the scale below the 100% 
line differed from the scale above the 


100% line. 


Mr. Keyes explained that the chart was 
drawn by one of the girls in his office 
and that he failed to notice the change 
in scale when it was returned to him. 
He has corrected this error in the chart 
pictured here and points out that the re- 
vised chart makes the enrollment re- 
cord of our Southern Church stand out 


even brighter in contrast with the re- 











cord of the Northern Church. 


Have YOU seen a copy of “The Reason Why?” Order a 
sample copy (free) or 100 copies for $4.00. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. Weaverville, N. C. 
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THE FOLLOWING QUOTATIONS ARE TAKEN FROM 
“THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND DEMocRATIC ACTION” 
By Ware W. Wimberly 
IN 
“THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE” 

PUBLISHED IN 
The U.S.A. Presbyterian Church 


Ve Presbyterians do a lot of boasting about our representative democracy. On the 


level of sessions, presbyteries, and synods, it's possible we have s 


omething to brag 
about, 


although even in presbyteries and synods, we ministers pretty much run the 


Ss h O WwW . 


“But on the General Assembly level, to say that we have a 


at work is wishful thinking, self-deception, or something more culpable.” 
“Our best hope lies now, of course, in making our General 


representative democracy 


Council as representative 
of a cross-section of the Church as we can m — re it. t. For in General Council, the real power 


lies. Nor is this just captious criticism. For the General Council is doing only what has to 


be done, and is doing it very well, too.” 
“But whatever we do, we do need to confess our sins © sin no more by boasting 
cratic Assembly and its democratic action. Being a commissioner 
gives many a man a chance for a trip he might otherwise never take. The Assembly is 
meet old friends and make new ones. It provides an excellent op- 

opens the way for us to meet and hear some of the great 
leaders of the Church. It has r 


1as no doubt many other by-products of great value, which 
probably justify its continuanc 


continuance. But let's not kid ourselves. Let's not be guilty of hy- 


about our great demo 


an excellent place to 


portunity for class reunions. It 


pocrisy wherein is sin. The main object of the Ger 


Church in the United St 


ral Assé 


oO 


mbly of the Presbyterian 


ates of America is not achieved.” 


at 
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In the U.S.A. Church the major decisions are made in the General Council and the 
General Assen wre ratifies these decisions. 


Have you seen "The Reason Why?” Send for a free sample coy or send $4.00 for 
100 copies. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. _—— Weaverville, N. C. 
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